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It was when Yuri was nearly finishing her fourth grade at elementary school that the COVID-19
pandemic began to sweep Okinawa Prefecture. Since then, wearing a mask at all times has become a
fact of school life. Recently teachers have increasingly been asking students to take off their masks
during physical education classes and when pictures are taken during events. Yuri is the last one to
comply, and she [ A ] does so by shifting her mask only slightly after making sure all her classmates
have already removed theirs. But she worries what her friends will think when they see her as she is.
She fears that they might think her face is unflattering, but she also feels she might make others feel

uncomfortable if she never takes her mask off. She is swamped with conflicting thoughts.

[ X ]

Rin is a sixth grader at an elementary school in the northern part of Okinawa's main island. While
listening to the conversations of adults around her, she has encountered the term "masked beauty," or
words to describe someone who looks pretty with a mask on but not so much without it. It stuck in her
mind. When one of her friends, who she'd thought was "cute," took her mask off, she thought to herself,
"oh, not really." Then she felt slightly [ B ], as it was her that was at fault for having imagined how her
friend would look beneath the mask. What if people were talking about me like that, too?" she started to
think, worriedly. She became unable to remove her own mask except in front of trusted friends and
family members.

There is a boy Rin likes at school. She only saw his real face when he took his mask off for a brief
moment, and was attracted by his kindness in picking up an eraser that she dropped on the floor. His
personality, rather than his looks, mattered more. Masks have become too much a part of everyday life,
Rin thinks. "Which color should I wear today? Pink or orange?" She pays as much attention to masks
as she does to her clothes. The government has decided to downgrade the status of COVID-19 under the
Infectious Disease Control Law from the current Class 2 to Class 5, the same level as seasonal flu. It is
also expected to make it "unnecessary in principle" for people to wear masks indoors. It may be
desirable to return to life before COVID-19. But for Rin, the thought of having to live everyday life
without hiding her face makes her heart ache. "I don’t think I’ll take it off until I’'m the very last one,"

she said, unable to imagine a future without wearing a mask.

[ Y ]
In line with the government policy change, it is expected that there will be more occasions in the
future when children will be [ C ] to remove their masks at school and other places. Takao Ishibashi, a

doctor of child and adolescent psychiatry at University of the Ryukyus Hospital, said it is important for



adults to provide options for children. "It is okay to take off or not take off their masks. I hope that
adults will give them options and be mindful of respecting their decisions," Ishibashi said. Even under
normal circumstances, adolescence is a sensitive period in which children may lose their self-confidence
—due to [ D ] over their own appearance as they grow into adulthood, and concerns about what others
think of them. "It is natural that some children will be resistant or feel hurt if they are suddenly told to
take off the masks that have given them peace of mind," he said. Even if the government changes its
policy to lift recommendations for masks to be worn indoors in principle, the effectiveness of masks as a
measure to prevent infection remains unchanged. Many children are so concerned about infection that
they cannot let go of their masks, Ishibashi said. "Rather than focusing on whether or not to remove
masks, adults should think first about what they can do to make children feel secure," Ishibashi said. For
example, he calls for an environment where children who wear masks and those who do not co-exist in a
classroom and respect each other's choice. "Adults need to be careful not to create an atmosphere in

which their judgment is imposed on children unilaterally," he said.

) unflattering : #FE TR W unilaterally : —J7 912

M1 [ X 1[ Y ] CAhBEHEORMLELTRDEY LD DOE (7) 225 (F) OH2rD
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(7) Concerns about doctors’ recommendations
(1) Conflicting Views

(¥7) Fear of Infection

(=) Making Good Friends

(#4) Pre-COVID Life Unthinkable

(#) Type of Face Covering
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[A] (7) willingly (£) surprisingly (77) effectively () reluctantly
[B] (7) comfortable (£) guilty (v7) happy (x) strange

[C] (7) declined (1) refused (*7) encouraged () surprised
[D] (7) confusion (4) motivation () turning (x) confidence
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Why is Yuri the last student to obey the teacher’s request?

Because she feels she might make others feel uncomfortable.

Because she is scared of infection.

Because she worries what her friends will think when they see her as she is.

Because she doesn’t think she needs a mask during physical education classes and when

pictures are taken during events.

If children keep on wearing masks, what kind of effect does it have?
Children are less likely to get infected.

Children are more likely to get infected.

Children can respect each other in the classroom.

Children can co-exist in the same classroom.

ALOWBIZES>TWDLLEDZERD (T7) 5 (1) Ohy»rs oY, 5 TEZ L,

(7)
(1)
(%7)
()
(+)

()

Rin saw her favorite boy’s face for the first time when he dropped his masks on the floor.
Wearing a mask makes the children’s school life unhappy.

Yuri always makes other children unhappy because her face is attractive.

Children fear unmasked life as virus guidance eases.

Options are divided on how society should handle COVID-19, including on the issue of
using face covering.

According to Dr. Ishibashi, it is better for adults to decide whether or not to put on masks.
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11 This building is taller than ( ) in the world.
(7) any other building (£ ) any other buildings
(v7) other buildings () any buildings

2 Thehut ( ) is red is my brother’s.
(7) what roof (4) which roof (%) whose roof (x) where roof

13 My daughter is tired of ( ) like a child.

(7) been treating (4) been treated (v7) being treating () being treated

B4 My sister was ( ) a stranger this morning.

(7) spoken to (£ ) spoken to by (v7) spoken by () speaking to by

M5 Naebais ( ) popular ski resort in Japan.
(7) by far the most (1) by farther the most
(v7) by farthest the most () by far the more
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A: Charlie, have you finished packing yet?
B: No, Lily, but it’s all right. There isn’t much to do.
A:  Well, let me help you. Oh, ( ) Is there anywhere to put these sweaters?
B: Yeah, sure. They’ll go in here. But there’s another pair of shoes I want to put in.

(7) there isn’t much room left. (A ) there is almost nothing in the room.

(*7) you are not working. () you are not leaving here.

A: Hello, Greg. This is Steve speaking.

B: Hello, Steve. ( )

A: Tjust wanted to tell you that Tony is in the hospital. He had an accident at home last night.
B: Oh,no! How is he?

(7) How come? (4) What’s new?

(%) How was it? () Whatis it like?

A: How long have you been working at your present job?

B: TIjoined Brown Company in September, so I have been working there for three months.
A: Isee. Where did you work before that?

B: At the Green Company. I was there for a long time.

A ( )

B: They said I would have to work at night. 1 wasn’t able to go to work at 10:00 p.m.

(7) Like what? (4 ) Why was that?

(¥7) Why did you leave? (=) What do you mean?
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A: Ireally enjoyed the party tonight.
B:  Oh, really, you did?
Al Yes. ( )

A: 1 was very pleased to meet you.

(7) To tell the truth, I don’t like coming here tonight.
(4 ) Thank you very much for having me.
(*7) The party last year was much better.

() It was a huge waste of time.

A: Tdon’t think we have met.

B: ( )

A: I'm Miki. Nice to meet you.

B: I'm Mayumi. Nice to meet you, too.

A:  Are you from Choshi?

B:  Yes, I live quite near here.

(7) Yes, what is your name? (1) Yes, we used to be good friends.
(%) No, I don’t think so. () No, how many years has it been?
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